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PPS RECORDS FOR 
194-196 Rochambeau Avenue 

PLAT 73, LOT 284 
Previously known as:  150-152 Rochambeau Avenue 

 
DANIEL BURDICK HOUSE 

Built 1894 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A two-and-one-half-story, end-gable, Queen Anne-style residence sheathed in 
clapboard and wood shingles below the front gable.  A two-story, hip-roof bay window is 
offset on the façade.  The building’s primary entrance is offset within a one-story, flat-
roof porch with square posts.  Paired entrances feature glass panels in their upper 
portions.  A shed-roof dormer projects from the side roof slope. 1  
 
The house stands on a 7,369 sq. ft. lot on the north side of Rochambeau Avenue, 
between Summit Avenue and Hope Street.  The lot has about 78.61 feet of frontage and 
measures 100+ feet deep.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
In 1892, the block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Summit Avenue, Exeter Street 
and East Avenue (now Hope Street) was owned by William H. Richmond and platted for 
development.  The future site of 194-196 Rochambeau was identified as Lot #1 in 
Richmond’s plat.  The Intent to Build records identify Daniel Burdick as the owner and 
builder of the house on Lot 1, which was the first house constructed on this block, as 
evidenced on the map of 1895.  It was built for two tenements and had the address 150-
152 Rochambeau Avenue; it changed to the present address by 1908.  Daniel Burdick 
occupied #152 and Charles Wiggins, an overseer, occupied #150.  The house remained 
in the Burdick family until 1911. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:2 
 
From the founding of Providence in 1636 until the late 19th century, the land around 
Rochambeau Avenue was considered “the country.” Although only a few miles removed 
from the center of town, access to and development of this area were hampered by a 
steep hill rising up from North Main Street to Hope Street and by the Great Swamp lying 
east of Hope Street.   For more than 200 years, the primary use for this land was 
farming, and only five public roads traversed this area:  North Main Street, Herrenden’s 
Lane (now Rochambeau Avenue), Horse Pasture or Green Lane (now Camp Street),  
Olney’s Lane  (today’s Olney Street, Sessions Street, and Morris Avenue), and the 
Neck Road to Pawtucket (now in Swan Point Cemetery). 
 

 
1 Summit Historic District, National Register Nomination, Section 7 Page 39 
2 “Summit Historic District” National Register nomination (2002).  
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In 1765, all lands north of Herrenden’s Lane were set aside as the Town of North 
Providence; this roadway served as the boundary between the two towns until 1874, 
when a substantial portion of North Providence was annexed back to Providence.  
Known as North Street from 1856-1894, it was renamed Rochambeau Avenue in 1895, 
in recognition of Jean-Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur, Comte de Rochambeau, 
commander of the French forces allied to the Americans during the Revolutionary War.  
Rochambeau’s troops camped in this area (hence, Camp Street) on their way south to 
the decisive battle at Yorktown in 1781.   
  
By the late 19th century, Providence had grown into a major industrial center with a 
booming population who created a demand for new housing at a time when the city’s 
older neighborhoods had grown overcrowded, noisy, dirty, and undesirable. Once public 
transportation systems made it possible for people to live beyond walking distance of 
their workplaces, the ideal solution to those urban ills was to live in a green, peaceful, 
quiet, healthful suburb of new houses with all the latest conveniences like electricity, 
telephone service, and indoor plumbing. Between 1875 and about 1910, the northeast 
quadrant of Providence became a magnet for middle-class residential development, 
with the extension of streetcar lines along North Main Street, Hope Street, and 
Blackstone Boulevard, and with the introduction of municipal water and sewer lines.   
 
Both in anticipation of and in response to this demand for new housing, new streets and 
about a dozen different residential development plats of varying sizes were created in 
this part of Providence during this era.  William Richmond’s plat along the north side of 
Rochambeau, east of Summit Avenue, was one of these plats.  
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing building within the 
Summit Historic District.  The NR nomination identifies 194-196 Rochambeau Avenue 
as the Wiggins-Burdick House (1895.)  
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate IX.  The future site of 194-196 Rochambeau Avenue lies in the area of North 
Providence, on the north side of the Town Line, which is Hearnden Lane (now 
Rochambeau Avenue.) 
 
1823:  “Map of Town of Providence from Actual Surveys” by Daniel Anthony in 1823:  
The future site of 194-196 Rochambeau Avenue lies in North Providence on the north 
side Harrington Lane (now Rochambeau Avenue.)  The area is largely undeveloped 
farm land.  The map indicates existing farms owned by Richard Brown, Moses Brown 
and Jeremiah Dexter. 
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1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Ward 1), Plate H 
shows the future site of 194-196 Rochambeau lies within the town of North Providence, 
on the north side of North Street (now Rochambeau Avenue.)    
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 10, shows the future 
site of 194-196 Rochambeau Avenue within a tract of land bounded by North Street on 
the south and East Avenue (now Hope Street) on the east.  A 33.25 acre parcel owned 
by Anna Morris lies on the west, a parcel of land owned by R. B. Wilcott lies on the east, 
and a parcel of land owned by A. Sherman lies on the north.  Further to the north of A. 
Sherman’s land, the area is plotted and streets developed, including a section called 
Summit Avenue.  A frame house owned by Caroline Brown appears on North Street, 
near the area where Summit Avenue will eventually intersect.    
 
1892:  “Map of Land in Providence Belonging to Wm. H. Richmond” by J. A. Latham, 
recorded in Plat Book 21, Page 14, copied on Plat Card 663.  This map shows parcels 
of land owned by Wm. H. Richmond bounded by North Street on the south, Summit 
Street on the west, Exeter Street on the north and East Avenue on the east.  The future 
site of 194-196 Rochambeau Avenue at the corner of North Street and Summit Street is 
identified as Lot 1.  Lot 1 measures approximately 78.61’ along North Street, 105.623’ 
along Summit Street, 47.89’ on the north boundary with Lot #2, and 100’ on the east 
boundary with Lot #4.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 1, shows the block 
bounded by Rochambeau Avenue on south, Summit Avenue on west, Exeter Street on 
north and East Avenue on the east.  The area is platted and there is sparse 
development.  A wood frame house identified as #150 Rochambeau sits on a 7,369 
square foot lot at the corner of Summit.  It is the only house developed on the block.  
There is sewer on the street.    
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 73  shows the block bounded by Rochambeau 
Avenue on the south, Summit Avenue on the west, Exeter Street on the north, and 
Hope Street on the east.  The block is platted.  Lot #284 containing 7,369 square feet 
sits on the corner of Rochambeau and Summit Avenues.   
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co.:  Plate 11 shows the block 
bounded by Rochambeau, Summit, Exeter and Hope.  There are seven houses built on 
the block.   A frame house numbered 194-196 Rochambeau Avenue sits on a 7,369 
square foot corner lot owned by L. F. Burdick.  There are water and sewer lines on 
Rochambeau Avenue and a street car line on Hope Street.    
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Plate 24 shows the block 
bounded by Rochambeau, Summit, Exeter and Hope.  A frame house sits on the 7,369 
square foot corner lot owned by G. L. Paine.  There are water and sewer lines on 
Rochambeau Avenue and a street car line on Hope Street. 
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1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Plate 24 shows the block 
bounded by Rochambeau, Summit, Exeter, and Hope.  A frame house sits on the 7,369 
square foot corner lot owned by H. S. Paine.  There are water and sewer lines on 
Rochambeau Avenue and a street car line on Hope Street.  Reference to Wm H. 
Richmond Map (Plat Card 663.) 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Plate 24 shows the block 
bounded by Rochambeau, Summit, Exeter and Hope.  A frame house identified as 
number 194-196 sits on a 7,369 square foot corner lot owned by Union Trust Co.  There 
are water and sewer lines on Rochambeau Avenue and a street car line on Hope 
Street.  The area is developed.  Reference to Wm H. Richmond Map (Plat Card 663.)   
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 380/Page 389:  On July 18, 1893, Sarah E. Waterhouse (single woman) of 
East Providence sold to Daniel Burdick of Providence a certain parcel of land laid out 
and described as Lot number one (1) and the western half of Lot number four (4) on that 
plat entitled “Map of Land in Providence belonging to Wm H. Richmond by J. A. Latham 
June 1892.”  It is agreed between grantor and grantee “that no improvements shall be 
built within ten feet of any street on said plat and that any dwelling house built thereon 
shall cost not less than $2,500.”  
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #9821 was issued on January 11, 1894 to Daniel Burdick, owner and builder, to 
build a 2-1/2 story wood building, to be used for two tenements, at the southwest corner 
of Rochambeau and Summit Avenues 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
Ledger E2/Page 161:  As of April 2, 1894, Daniel Burdick owned Plat 73 Lot 284, 
containing 7,369 sq. ft. of land valued at $368 and $0 for a building.  
 
As of May 1, 1894, Daniel Burdick owned Plat 73 Lot 284, containing 7,369 sq. ft. of 
land valued at $368 and $3,000 for a building. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
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No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
1895  Charles H. Wiggins, overseer, lived at #150 Rochambeau Avenue. 
  Daniel Burdick, cabinetmaker, lived at #152 Rochambeau Avenue. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Daniel Burdick owned the property as of April 2, 1894. 
Lauraette F. Burdick owned the property as of May 1, 1903. 
Grace I. Paine, wife of Howard S. Paine, owned the property as of June 10, 1911. 
Howard S. Paine owned the property as of May 1, 1923. 
Union Trust Co. owned the property as of January 1931. 
Humbert O. R. Bellini and wife Anna P. joint tenants owned the property as of 

November 1942. 
Anna P. Bellini, Walter J. Savage, and George A. Moriarity owned the property as of 

February 25, 1972. (Ref DB 1165/1031) 
Robert Pryhoda owned the property as of July 6, 1977. (Ref DB 1199/1088) 
 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
October 2006 
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